John Hardy Vs. Job 
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HARDY, John. The popular 

donht J v? h ? Hardy ” Without 
doubt had its origin and 
development in West Virginia. The 
hero of this modern ballad was a 
Negro, whose prowess and fame 
are sung far and wide among his 
own race, and to a less extent 
among white folk. No written or 
printed statements concerning 
him are known to exist except an 
order in the courthouse at Welch,.! 
McDowell County, W. Va., for his 
execution. However, the 
statements hereinafter given are 
believed to be thoroughly reliable 
In a letter dated Charlesto n^ 
16, 1916, addressed 
to Dr. H. S. Green of that city, 
and written by the Hon w A 
McCorkle, governor of West 
Virginia from 1893 to 1897 
occurs the following: - j 

anrf'wo l John Handy] was a steel-driver, 
T°. U ' S ,n the ^ginning of the 
252 , th « C. & O. Railroad. He 
“ steefdriver in the beginning 
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to Dr. II S. Green of that city, 
and written by the Hon. W. a! 
McCorkle, governor of West 
Virginia from 1893 to 1897 
occurs the following: - 

He [John Handy J was a steel-driver 
and was famous in the beginning of the ’ 
building of the C. & O. Railroad He 
wis also a steel-driver in the beginning 
of the extension of the N. & W 
Radroad. It was about 1872 that he 
was ini this section. This was before the 
day of steam-drills; and the drill-work 
was done by two powerful men, who 
were special steel-drillers. They struck 
the steel from each side; and as they 
struck the steel, they sang a song which 
they improvised as they worked. John 
Hardv was the *-- 


Lnc most famous 
^cel-driher ever in southern West 
Virginia. He was a magnificent 
specimen of the genus Homo, was 
reported to be six feet two, and 
weighed two hundred and twenty five 
^Jntrty pouncis, was straight as an 



handsome .„ c „ u , ulc country, ana, as 
one informant told me, was as ‘black as 
a kittle in hell.’ 

“Whenever there was any 
spectacular performance along the lines 
of drilling, John Hardy was put on the 
job; and it is said that he could drill follows: - 
more steel than any two men of his 
d*y- He was a great gambler, and was 
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another Negro over a crap game at 
Shawnee Camp. This place is now 
known as Eckman, W. Va. (the name 
0 f the P.O.). The Shawnee Coal 
Company was and is located there. 
Hardy was tried and convicted in the 
July term of the McDowell County 
Criminal Court, and was hanged near 
the courthouse on Jan. 19, 1894. While 
in jail, he composed a song entitled 
‘John Hardy,’ and sung it on the 
scaffold before the execution. He was 
baptized the day before the execution. 
The last information I got from W. T. 
Tabor, who was deputy clerk of the 
Criminal Court at the time of the trial, 
and is now engaged in civil engineering. 
There is no record of the trial of John 
Hardy in the courthouse. Mr. Tabor 
■worms me that there is no record of 
"1 existence - The only thing I 
ortilr/"? the cour thouse was the 

der for John Hardy’s execution.” 

The order is as follows: - 
State of W. Va. 
vs. 

John Hardy. 

Thi, Felony 

Jtt jUtorney^® ®£ ain ri t hc State by 


" 

H. T Grots* 
High School 
■ or warded to 

“John Hat 

years of age- 
Virginia 





>fc 


SS5 


"'Ld’find at the courthouse'was 
order for John Hardy’s execution.” 


This day came again the State by 
her attorney and the Prisoner who 
stands convicted of murder in the first 
degree was again brought to the bar of 
the Court in custody of the Sheriff of 
this County; and thereupon the 
Prisoner being asked by the Court if 1 ' 11 to| iow 
anything he had or could say why the 
Court should not proceed to pass the 
sentence of the law upon him in 
accordance with the verdict of the jury 
hnpanelled in this cause, and the 
rnsoner saying nothing why such 
sentence should r“ ’ 



sentence should not be passed upon 
J™.. by the Court; It is therefore 
by the Court that the 
Jo ?" Hardy > is SuiMy as found 
tw t ^L Verd ! c I t of the J ur y herein and 
the nerl sai< |.John Hardy be hanged by 
Sheriff nfli 1 ~ e IS dead > and that the 
19th f Lv f of e i C ° Unty ’ on Friday the 
said £ January 1894, take the 
Counrv^ Hardy from the jail of the 
selectcu k. suitable place to be 
there han .J Um in 'his County and 
neck untifh sa , id J °hn Hardy by the 

*• ••manded to jiU* ad ' and * hc P risoner 
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H. J. Grossman, principal of the 
High School at Welch, and by him 
forwarded to me. 


“John Hardy: Negro, about forty 
years of age; black in color; from 
Virginia; worked as miner in 
coal-fields; had no family as known; 
killed another Negro in a crap game 
over 75 cents; another Negro named 
Guggins helped him escape and tried to 
wrest gun from sheriff to shoot, but 
both men were captured and returned 
to Welch. Guggins was given a life term 
for attempt to kill sheriff. 

“H^dy hung in ’94 in present 
courthouse yard, though not such at 
the ti me . At time of execution some 
white man in the crowd started a panic 
ye,lin g> ‘O Lordy! O Lordy!’ 
uthcers had to jail some twenty-five or 
safHv JP™ before exe cution could 
conclude d. Hardy lies buried 
Welch’ ,C * m ° nt a< ^Hion to town of 
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The statement of R. l 
J ohnson, constable, who helped 
arrest Hardy, as compiled by Mr 
Charles V. Price, shorthand 
reporter at Welch, W. Va., from a 
conversation between Johnson 
and Judge Herndon, was sent to 

?o e ,, m T^ e „ early part of the 

1917. It follows: — 

^ was at Keystone the morning 
that Hardy killed this fellow but I 
couldnH teU you the fellow’s name 
now. They were shooting craps at 
Shawnee camp, and he was 
crap-shooting, and Webb Gudgin was 
behind a rock with a Winchester, and it 
l l “PPosed that if Hardy didn’t get the 
5“, , 4 he was there with a 

^ster to get him. After he was 
krlled they sent to Keystone, and me 

^ C n campbei1 went down there ‘o 

the carn ps; and while we were 
th?v ^* g H the Cai ? ps the y said, ‘Yonder 
on fh? ’ d ,° Wn the road! ’ sad we got 
the ow ra i^° l ad \ nd Showed them to 
they tarn a se £ elow Shawnee, and 
‘We will fn„ Up tde hoU °w. and I says, 
a „ yu foU °w them up there.- Tom 
wooden, We u Can t foUow them in the 
wSda m, h „ ey have a Winchester, as 

Ck LTdf T„ haVL ' * ot -' So we 
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